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From the Locum Minister and our Interim Moderator:

A WORD OF INTRODUCTION

When I was approached by your interim moderator to take on the task of locum I was hesitant for it is seven years ago that I retired from the full time ministry. I was encouraged to say yes however by my recent experience as locum to the linked charges of Athelstaneford and Whitekirk. It was a great pleasure to support the congregation during the time of vacancy and I felt it had been a time of spiritual enrichment for myself. In the short time of nine months I had found a lovely welcome and come to feel I was among friends. It was great to see them move on under their new minister.

I was as many of you will know; minister of Gladsmuir linked with Longniddry and of all the many aspects of my calling I particularly enjoyed the conduct of services and the pastoral work of the parishes. I look forward to sharing with you in these and any other ways required.

But what of me? I was born and brought up in Birkenhead the second son of a Scottish father and a half Scottish mother. I followed the call to ministry by studying first at Edinburgh University and then taking my theology course at Westminster College,  Cambridge under the aegis of the then Presbyterian Church of England. I worked in Church extension outside Manchester and then feeling my talents were toward pastoral parish work came to Scotland first as minister of Longniddry and later to the parish of Gladsmuir linked with Longniddry.

My wife Angeniet is from Holland and we have three children and two grandchildren. We both keep busy in different ways but it seems to me that while I am able I should give some of my energy to the work of ministry which has been to me both a calling and a challenge, a source of deep satisfaction down the years.   The life of Jesus Christ and the love that he shared with the world is my inspiration. The fellowship of the church has been my encouragement. 

I look forward to sharing a few months among you and pray that we may find blessing together.



     Rev Graham Black

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Dear Friends

We're on our way!

(The most disastrous children's address I have ever given – and there have been a few – was one Advent Sunday. I had a creative brainwave and began by playing the Proclaimers song I'm on My Way. Advent … on my way … connection? But when I asked the children, 'Who is on his way?' with one voice they replied, 'Shrek!' Things went from bad to worse, until I gave up all pretence that it was a talk about Jesus and just played to the gallery. At least the adults will never forget that one!)

Who's on his or her way? To answer that question is the job of the 11 people we elected to the Nominating Committee on 25 July. Their job is to invite applications, sift through them, interview the likely candidates, hear the best few conduct worship, and come up with a name – the person who will be invited to preach as sole nominee for the charge. It is a slow and painstaking process, but we have an excellent committee.
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You, of course, know the 11 people more closely than I do. You have expressed your confidence in them by voting for them at the meeting last month. But I have been getting to know them, and I can see that they are going to be a God-centred, business-like and effective team. I add my voice to those who have commented to me that this is a talented group of individuals, who make a balanced reflection of the congregation as a whole. I am confident that they will be doing a good job for us.

And you too, all of you, must have confidence in them. You will be dying to know what is going on. How far have you got? How many applicants? Have you begun interviewing yet? Where were you all last Sunday? Any good? When …?

I am sure that the committee would love to be able to share all this; but it is important for the good of Chalmers, of the individual applicants and of their churches that this sort of information is not made public.

Save them the trouble: don't ask!

The best support you can give them is by prayer. I have many times known the experience of being carried along on a wave of prayer. It is wonderful to see how God guides and supports at these times. It feels as if nothing can go wrong. What usually does go wrong is that, buoyed by this wonderful feeling, I believe I am invincible. God usually corrects that impression quickly. So pray for their humility! But pray too for wisdom and insight, for energy for the task, for the harmony of the committee, and for the God-prepared outcome.

Incidentally, inspired by the Shrek fiasco, we based a brilliant holiday club on Shrek. Shrek – love your neighbour; Donkey – forgiveness; Fiona – trust God; and so on. It's all in there. God's hand can be found in surprising places.

With best wishes,          Robert Simpson.
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PRAYER DIARY

Sunday:   We lift our hearts with joy and worship to You – our Lord and Saviour at the beginning of this Sabbath day.   May we increasingly experience the power of Your Resurrection in our lives, that we might express Your amazing love to others and see them drawn into Your kingdom.  Amen.

Monday:  Let us bring before our Heavenly Father the members of our Nominating Committee and the Kirk Session as they set about the task of finding a new leader for our congregation.   

Tuesday:  Remember leaders of all Sunday Schools and youth organisations nationally and in our own Church who are seeking to reach out to young people in order to bring them into a living relationship with Jesus Christ while they are young.  Pray also that more youth leaders may feel called to volunteer for this important service.     Uphold Nicola Bruce and her assistant in prayer as she reaches out to young people in our area.

Wednesday:  Pray that God will bless all children in our community starting school at this time, children moving up to High School and those going off to College or University.  Thank God for all teachers who do such an excellent job of teaching and guiding our young folks.

Thursday:  Lord, we pray for leaders of our Governments at Westminster and Holyrood as they consider important issues affecting society.   Please bring to their remembrance the timeless Christian principles and values that will guide them to what is right and not just for political advantage.   Amen.
Friday:  Ask God to bless all known to you who are anxious, worried about their health, lonely or find themselves in difficult situations.   Pray for your neighbours around you, those in your street as well as those of our families.    Pray that with the help of the Holy Spirit we may be ready to reach out to others to give comfort and support.

Saturday:   When we put on the news these days we cannot escape the terrible devastation that is happening in Pakistan and China.  This is a situation demanding our prayers and support.

The Church of Pakistan is a partner Church of the Church of Scotland and an urgent SOS has been received from Bishop Humphreys of Peshawar Diocese (who was in fact was a guest at this year’s General Assembly) requesting help to enable them to cope with the desperate situation they are faced with.

Prayer Focus

Compassionate God, source of all comfort, 
we pray for the people of Pakistan and China whose lives have been devastated by rain and flood. Bring them comfort, we pray. Protect the vulnerable. Strengthen the weak. Keep at bay the ravages of disease. Have mercy on all those working to rescue the stranded and to feed the hungry. And may our response to their suffering be generous and bring you praise.  For we ask it in Jesus Name, Amen.  (Christian Aid)













Services and Meetings
Sunday 

10:15 a.m.     All-age Family Worship (in Hall) 

11.00 a.m.    Morning Worship (with Crèche) 
  6:15 p.m.
Evening Worship 
Monday  

7:15 p.m.
The Guild (Oct - March)

Tuesday 

10.00 a.m. Chalmers Ramblers Walking Group

                                       (every Tuesday till September)

7.30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting for the Vacancy


Welcome Wednesday 

10a.m – 12noon Coffee Time (1st)

12-2p.m. 
   Lunches (3rd)

10 - 11a.m.
   Prayer Time (last)
5:15 p.m.
   1st Port Seton Rainbows (Sept. - June)

6:30 p.m.
   Boys Brigade – 
 - 7:45p.m
  {Anchor boys and Junior Section


   
  {Company Section (Sept. - June)
8.00p.m.
   Badminton Group
Thursday     

5:00 p.m.
   Rainbows}
6:30 p.m.
   Brownies } (Sept. - June)

Saturday      

8.00 – 9.15a.m
  Prayer Breakfast (last of month)    




LOCUM MINISTER	SESSION CLERK   			HALL LETS


Rev. Graham Black 			Mr John Murdoch    			Mr Ian Bulloch


Tel: 01620 843899 			Tel: 812469 				Tel: 852717


TREASURER				 ACCESS to the HALL contact		BEADLE


Mrs Janet Farquhar 			Mr Tom Donaldson			Mr Duncan Morgan


Tel: 811863				Tel: 812023				Tel: 812071


FLOWER CONVENER		ORGANIST		 		PRAYER SECRETARY	


Miss Mary Clements			Mrs Pamela Zenati 			Mrs Alice Hood


Tel:  812241 				Tel: 813641 				Tel: 812191


			�    Please recycle this newsletter and care for the earth as God intended 


SC004630 Cockenzie and Port Seton: Chalmers Memorial Parish Church 'Scottish Charity'.











	


			


			


				    








					    








				       


			        


				        








INTERIM MODERATOR 	LOCUM MINISTER


Rev. Robert Simpson  		Rev Graham Black


01875 810308				01620 843899


� HYPERLINK "mailto:robert@pansmanse.co.uk" �robert@pansmanse.co.uk� 		� HYPERLINK "mailto:grablack@btinternet.com" \t "_blank" �grablack@btinternet.com�
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RETIREMENT THANKS.


Elizabeth and the family join me in expressing warmest thanks to you all for the splendid farewell 'Do' on Friday evening 25th June. 


Special thanks to those who worked so hard on the catering and other arrangements, to the entertainers (‘The Disclaimers’?!), to John Murdoch for his kind remarks, to you all for your many cards and other expressions of good will and most particularly for your generous gifts. The beautiful Companion Seat specially crafted for our garden on your behalf by John Johnston will be treasured as a quite unique and lasting memento of Chalmers Memorial.





We greatly appreciated the fact that many of you who couldn’t be with us on the Friday made a special effort to share with us in the Valedictory services on Sunday 27th June.


There were also a good number who would dearly like to have been with us but whose expressions of good will were no less heart-felt when I made my final round of visits to homes, care homes and hospitals. Our thanks to you all.





We left next day for a week’s break in Iona and returned to yet more cards and gifts, not least the gift of flowers on behalf of the congregation as “something for you to come home to.” All of which touched us deeply and made us feel yet again the warmth of the family that is Chalmers Memorial.





Finally, some of you have told us of your difficulty in understanding why it is that we must distance ourselves from the congregation for the foreseeable future at least. Although this necessary detachment has been described as seeming ‘cold’, let me reassure you that there can be no doubting the ‘warmth’ of our feeling for you all and that the parting has been as painful for us as it has been for many of you. Yet it is precisely because we think so much of all of you in Chalmers Memorial that we must give space for the congregation to take stock, to move forward and if necessary change direction without the added difficulty of feeling that your previous minister is ‘still always there’. Nevertheless, as John Murdoch put it so well – you will still ‘see us around’. Regardless of how the future unfolds, we can surely continue to hold fast to Paul’s ringing declaration in Romans 8 with which I concluded my final sermon, that ‘nothing … will be able to  separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord’.									R.L.G.











Sunday 3rd October


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship - Nicola BRUCE


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship 





Sunday 10th October


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship - Amanda JOHNSTON


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship 





Sunday 17th October


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship -Anne SUTHERLAND


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship 





Sunday 24th October


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship - David COOPER


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship











      





 








Vacancy Update


On Sunday 25th July the Nominating Committee was chosen. We trust God’s blessing during the vacancy and that the team are guided throughout the process. Please pray for the committee:


Joyce Buchanan


Ian Bulloch


David Cooper


Mary Gordon


Amanda Johnston


Moyra Kaminski


Alison Mack


Lyn Marshall


Duncan Morgan


John Murdoch


Alastair Sutherland











Memorial Service


A memorial service to celebrate the life of Alice Hickie PhD (nee Weatherhead) will be held on the 1st anniversary of her death Wednesday, 15th September 2010 at 11.00am in Chalmers Church.�We would be delighted to welcome friends and neighbours on that day and any stories, anecdotes and thoughts from the past would be gratefully received on 0208 340 0557 or by email � HYPERLINK "mailto:kit.greveson@googlemail.com" �kit.greveson@googlemail.com�.


Gordon, Kit and James Greveson Hickie�





Sunday School News.


Sunday School has now resumed, classes meet after the 10.15am service in the Church hall. Please pray for the teacher and the children who attend each week.











Church Flowers


A number of vacancies have occurred in the flower list over the past years. I would be pleased to hear from members of the congregation who would wish to gift flowers to the Church. The available dates are: 5th September & 31st October 2010, 30th January, 24th April, 29th May, 19th June 2011. 


Please contact Mary Clements, 812241.� �
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An East Lothian Prayer Concert will be held in Prestongrange Church on Saturday 4th September at 7.30 a.m.  All are warmly invited to join in this evening of praise and prayer.





 � �











BAPTISM


On Sunday 13th June, 


Lauren Johnstone THOMSON, 23 Links Road


 


ADMITTED by BAPTISM and on PROFESSION of FAITH


On Sunday 13th June, 


Denise JOHNSTONE, 23 Links Road











“The times they are a changing”


Well, the Glover Ministry has come to its end and was successfully celebrated in the hall on the 25th June and at the Communion service the following Sunday when we had one of the biggest attendances we have had for some time as everyone came to pay their respects to Bob and Elizabeth.





We are now on our journey to find our next Minister, as Tom Gordon so eloquently put it the Sunday after Bob retired, when he compared the journey to crossing a bridge in expectation. We have taken a few tentative steps on that bridge, the Nominating Committee has been selected, the Parish Profile has been agreed by the Kirk Session and adverts will be shortly placed. Hopefully, some responses will be received and we will be a further stage across our bridge.  It sounds simple, but if past experiences are anything to go by I am sure it will take some time to complete our journey.  





Meantime, the life of the Congregation continues much as it has in the past with both services taking place each week along with all the other activities.  Thanks are due to all those who have taken responsibility for all these arrangements.





As well as the vacancy we have also been dealing with our new Constitution which has now been implemented with the final Meeting of the Deacons Court taking place at the end of June.  Arrangements are presently being made to set up the new Committee structure reporting directly to the Kirk Session and thanks are expressed to all who have served as Deacons over the years.  All the present Deacons will be asked to take part in the new Committees over the coming weeks.





By nature, a vacancy situation is unsettling but we are grateful to our Interim Moderator for his help and guidance, especially arranging for the Rev Graham Black to act as our locum.  Mr Black will take one service each Sunday and provide one days Ministerial cover each week. While that will give us the opportunity to get to know Mr Black (and him us), nevertheless, I am sure I speak for everyone when I say that with the work presently taking place behind the scenes, we hope to have as short a vacancy as possible.  Perhaps we might be nearer completing our journey when the next Magazine is published.


John Murdoch, Session Clerk








Sunday 5th September 


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship - Joyce BUCHANAN


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship 





Sunday 12th September 


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship - David COOPER  


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship 





Sunday 19th September 


10.15 a.m. All-Age Worship - Ian BULLOCH


11.00 a.m. Traditional Worship 





Sunday 26th September 


(Please note No 10.15 a.m. service) 


11.00 a.m. HARVEST THANKSGIVING  


   6.15p.m Harvest of the Sea - Ian BULLOCH


























    

















The next Candle Coffee


 Club meeting is on


THURSDAY 16th September


Meeting at 10a.m in


Longniddry Inn. The speakers will be Gavin and Des Campbell


This will be followed by a Lunch


All welcome








Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith.  					Hebrews 10 v. 22


.











OUR WORSHIP


Rev Graham Black our Locum Minister will be preaching at the 11am services unless otherwise indicated











EDITOR’S NOTE


Thanks to all who have contributed to this issue of the Church Newsletter. 


The next issue will be available on 


Sunday 10th October 


Articles for this edition should be with me by 


Sunday 26th September 


If you would like to E-Mail news you can contact me on: � HYPERLINK "mailto:chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com" ��chalmerschurch@btopenworld.com� 


Or by phone on 819471


Sheila Bulloch











